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CALL FOR PAPERS
This  doub le  spec ia l  i ssue
a ims to  engage
susta inab i l i t y  and  c l imate
act ion  amidst  a  g loba l
system that  seems to  be  in
cr is is  ( fo r  example ,
geopol i t ica l  f ragmentat ion ,
c l imate  insecur i ty  and
economic  inequa l i t y ) .  When
Regions  &  Cohes ion  was
launched  in  2010 ,  reg iona l
ent i t ies  and  mul t i la te ra l
organ izat ions  in  genera l
remained  prominent  in
susta inab i l i t y  debates .  The
Uni ted  Nat ions  system was
a l ready  act ive  in  the
estab l ishment  of  the  2015
Susta inab le  Deve lopment
Goa ls  (SDGs)  th rough  the
Wor ld  We Want  Campaign .
Reg iona l  o rgan izat ions
such  as  the  Af r ican  Un ion ,
the  Andean  Communi ty ,  the
Pac i f ic  Is land  Forum and
the  Assoc ia t ion  of
Southeast  As ian  Nat ions
were  h igh l ight ing  new
susta inab i l i t y  in i t ia t i ves .  

The  European  Un ion  was
moving  forward  toward  the
passage  of  the  European
Green  Dea l .  S ince  that
t ime ,  reg iona l  in tegrat ion
has  marked ly  tu rned
toward  f ree  t rade ,  a t  the
expense  of  susta inab i l i t y
s t ra teg ies  in  many  p laces .
At  the  same t ime ,  the  r ise
of  popu l ism in  d i f fe rent
wor ld  reg ions  has
undermined  mul t i la te ra l
cooperat ion  in  the  f ie lds  of
susta inab i l i t y  and  c l imate
act ion .  As  we  have  entered
the  f ina l  f i ve  years  of  the
2030 Susta inab le
Deve lopment  Agenda  and
look  forward  toward
potent ia l  avenues  for
cooperat ion ,  th is  doub le
spec ia l  i ssue  re f lects  on
st ra teg ies  for  the  post -
2030  Agenda  wor ld .  



This  ca l l  for  papers
responds  to  the  fo l lowing
potent ia l  quest ions :

What  fu ture  can  be
env isaged  for  the  SDGs?
Can reg iona l
organ izat ions  s t i l l  ac t
as  veh ic les  for
susta inab i l i t y  and
c l imate  act ion?
Wi th in  th is  c r is is  o f
mul t i la te ra l ism,  can
c iv i l  soc ie ty
organ izat ions  emerge  as
more  prominent
promoters  of
susta inab i l i t y  and
c l imate  act ion?
Can a l te rnat ive  fo rms of
cooperat ion ,  such  as
water  bas in  counc i ls ,
shared  forest
governance ,  e tc .  p rov ide
innovat ive  ideas  for  the
promot ion  of
susta inab i l i t y  and
c l imate  act ion?
How can  t ransnat iona l
ext ract ive  indust r ies  be
governed  to  assure
susta inab le  p ract ices  in
the  post -2030  wor ld?

What  ro les  w i l l  soc ia l
jus t ice ,  gender  equa l i t y
and  human r ights  p lay  in
susta inab i l i t y  and
c l imate  act ion
d iscuss ions  assoc ia ted
wi th  the  post -2030
agenda?  
Can  “green  economies”
emerge  as  e f fect ive
susta inab i l i t y  veh ic les?
Do susta inab le
deve lopment  and
c l imate  act ion  s t i l l
re ta in  impor tance  as
g loba l  norms or  have
they  been  weakened
wi th  the  tens ion
sur round ing  mul t i la te ra l
organ izat ions?
Are  there  emerg ing
oppor tun i t ies ,  such  as
techno log ica l
innovat ion ,  youth
movements ,  ind igenous
governance  mode ls ,  o r
c l imate  f inance
f rameworks  to  ba lance
the  nar ra t ive?



 Th is  is  not  an  exhaust ive
l is t  o f  quest ions .  Potent ia l
authors  a re  encouraged  to
submit  the i r  own research
quest ions  in  re la t ion  to  the
theme of  the  doub le
spec ia l  i ssue .  We a lso
encourage  submiss ions
that  o f fe r  innovat ive  and
co l laborat ive  pathways  for
shap ing  susta inab i l i t y
governance  in  the  decades
ahead.  Proposa ls  shou ld
h igh l ight  both  the
impor tance  of  the
quest ions  and  the i r
re levance  to  the  ca l l  fo r
papers .  Both  case  s tud ies
and  comparat ive  research
are  we lcome.  Cont r ibut ions
shou ld  be  between  6000
and 9000  words .

6 Apr i l  2026 :  C i rcu la t ion  of
ca l l  fo r  papers

15 June  2026 :  Dead l ine  for
submiss ion  of  1  page
abst ract  inc lud ing :
 1 )  p roposed  t i t le ,  
2 )  p roposed  author (s )  w i th
af f i l ia t ions ,
 3 )  200-300  word  summary ,
4 )  shor t  dec la ra t ion  of
re levance  for  doub le
spec ia l  i ssue

15 September  2026 :  d raf t
manuscr ip ts  a re  due

30 September  2026 :  rev iew
by  ed i to rs  and  rev is ions

Authors  shou ld  send  s ta te
of  in te rest  and  ar t ic le
abst racts  to
Har lan .kof f@uni . lu .  A l l
quer ies  shou ld  be  sent  to
the  same emai l  address .

CALENDAR
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